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“Educating successful leaders, confident and creative individuals
and active and informed citizens”

Principal’s Message
Thanks
I’d like to publicly thank all families for their contributions at this early stage in the year. Thanks to
all of you for participating in conferences, thanks for labelling all of your child’s belongings last
Thursday, thanks for volunteering to support the swimming program and thanks to those of you
who came to the Parent Helpers Course on Wednesday. Your ongoing support of our school is
appreciated.
Masks
You may have seen my notice yesterday, however it’s worth repeating. Masks are now required to
be worn inside in Victoria, after the Premier’s announcement on Wednesday evening. Please
ensure you bring one with you if you are coming inside the building. Throughout 2020, we
encouraged families to do pick up and drop off outside of the school building and I encourage
that to continue for the coming weeks.
Code Red Fire Days
Occasionally, a Code Red Fire Danger Day can be announced across parts of Victoria. There was
one announced in 2019 and there have only been three since 2010. As part of the Department’s
ongoing risk management, the school has been notified that in the event that of a Code Red Fire
Danger Day being announced for the state or for our fire zone, the school will be pre-emptively
closed for that day. The school will communicate through normal channels if this happens,
however it is prudent just to let you know in advance.
Private Music Lessons
Private music lessons are back for 2021 this month at school with Kathleen Morris. One on one 30
minute sessions are available for guitar, piano, ukulele and singing. A small number of spots are
available so get in quick before these are snapped up. You can contact Kathleen directly on 0401
502 941 to book your spot. Enrolment forms are available from Kathleen and at the office.
Swimming Program
The program begins with the “Show Your Skills” Day on Monday. Students will be completing their
swimming lessons at the following times:
- Grade 5/6s 11am-12pm
- Grade 4s 12:30pm-1:15pm
- Grade 2/3s 1:15pm-2pm
- Grade P/1s 2pm-2:30pm
Extra Support for Reading
I’m pleased to let you know the school will be in a position to make phone calls late next week
regarding extra coaching support being provided by Michelle Liston here at school. The school
intends to provide extra tuition to support students who did not achieve desired levels of learning
growth in 2020. There were eleven participants in the Parent Helpers Course on Wednesday, who
will also begin conducting reading conferences with other students in the week after the
Swimming Program ends. It is safe to say there will be ample support here at school in Term 1. If
you’d like to support the school’s drive in Reading this term, a great strategy is to enable a 20Program Name
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minute quiet time at home (maybe straight after dinner, maybe right before bed) where everyone
in the house actively reads.
Have a great weekend,
Nick.
The Next Four Learning Weeks @ Skipton:
Mon Feb 8th
Fri Feb 12th
Mon Feb 15th
Mon Feb 15th

Mon Feb 19th
Mon Feb
22nd
Mon Feb
22nd
Tue Feb 23rd
Fri Feb 26th

Term 1 Week 3
The Swimming Program begins
Parents Club – 9am
Term 1 Week 4
The Swimming Program continues
Finance subcommittee 8:15am
Policies subcommittee 9am
Teaching & Learning subcommittee 3:30pm
Environment subcommittee 4:30pm
Eureka Swimming
Term 1 Week 5
Swimming Assessments Day

Tue Mar 2nd

Skipton Pool
Classroom
Skipton Pool
Classroom & staff room

Skipton Pool

School Council – 6pm

Staff room

School Review – Day One
Skipton Swimming Sports
Term 1 Week 6
Grades 2-4 Clean Up Australia Day

At the school
Skipton Pool
At the school

Garden Roster
We ask that each family take a fortnight to come in when convenient and do some gardening.
Jobs include mowing including the nature strip, weeding and sweeping paths. First name in list to
coordinate please.
1st Feb – 19th Feb:

Dione Gardiner, Jane Draffin, Emma Smith, Simone McAuliffe

20th Feb - 4th March:

Gemma Molloy, Amy Sim, Billie Irving- Trew, Jane Gardner

5th March – 18th March:

Michelle Liston, Margot
Barr, Natasha Frisby,
Elizabeth Kusanke

Junior School Council
The Grade 5/6 students run a Junior School Council
to raise money for, and donate to worthy charities.
They will often run activities such as school discos,
bandanna day and casual clothes days with all
profits having a positive impact on those who
receive it.
The students have voted and their Junior School
Council for 2021 is: President – Grace Barr,
Secretary – Oscar Sim and Treasurer – Brigette
Mulcahy
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